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LIMITED EDITION 2013 
Become part of racing history with a robust 316L 
stainless steel case, scratch-resistant sapphire crystal 
and water resistance up to lObar (100m / 330ft). 

















Finished... 

Tony Cairoli takes the chequered flag double jump 
at Matterley Basin to own the first race at the Brit¬ 
ish Grand Prix and become the second most suc¬ 
cessful champion in the history of the sport with 
seven titles. The Sicilian didn’t finish the second 
race after giving his works 350SX-F engine some 
celebratory ‘abuse’ in the melee that greeted him 
after this moment 

Photo by Ray Archer 






Perfection. .. ^ 

Jorge Lorenzo was baffled on Saturday after what he 
described as one of the ‘best laps of his life’ was some¬ 
how bettered by Marc Marquez. Despite his countryman’s 
controversial warm-up crash and shoulder dislocation 
Lorenzo did not alter his gameplan to attack from the 
beginning and his superb line around the Brooklands/Luf- 
field section for the final time paid off by eight hundreds 
of a second for his fourth win of the year 

Photo by www.yamahamotogp.com 
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It is hard to deny Eli Tomac the status as ‘most ex¬ 
citing’ rider on the AMA scene. 250 or 450 the 20 
year old is fearless and tackled the disappointment 
of 250SX West Coast supercross defeat with an im¬ 
mense run to his outdoor crown before the moto- 
cross campaign ended at Lake Elsinore. Tomac has 
won it all before he can legally have a drink in the 
U.S. and now has the chance to expand his CV with 
Motocross of Nations glory on September 29th 

Photo by Simon Cudby 
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HERTZ BRITISH GRAND PRK 

SILVERSTONE- SEPTEMBERS ■ Rnd 12 of 18 

MotoGP winner: Jorg e Lorenzo, Y^ nr^fTa 

Moto2 winner: Scott Redding, K/tfex 

Moto3 winner: Luis Salem, KTM \ A 
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By Matthew Roberts Photos by Milagro, Honda Pro Images, Ducati Corse Press, 
www.yamahamotogp.com,Tech3.fr, Gold and Goose, www.motor-racing.tv/marcvds/bike 



Penny for your thoughts? Lorenzo was 
superb for his third victory at Silverstone 
but knows that Marquez is the real deal in 
challenging his title defence. Lorenzo is 26 
years old and his GBR victory was his 27th 
in MotoGP. He already has four world titles 







I n the minutes immediately after Marc Marquez 
clinched his fourth straight win at Brno, the 
week before the British Grand Prix at Silverstone, 
there was a moment shared between Dani Pedrosa 
and Jorge Lorenzo that spoke a thousand words. 

Whilst Marc jumped from his bike, ran and took a 
running dive over the pare ferme fencing into the 
arms of his ecstatic team, both Jorge and Dani 
remained sat on theirs, slowly removing their hel¬ 
mets and reaching across to shake hands, deject¬ 
edly exchanging a look of disbelief. 

They both knew what it meant. ‘If he can do it to 
us here, where can’t he do it?’. In the previous 
three rounds at Sachsenring, Laguna Seca and to 
a certain extent Indianapolis there had been ex¬ 
tenuating circumstances for their submission to 
the frightening young rookie; in both cases, col¬ 
larbone injuries that had given Marquez the op¬ 
portunity to build on his only prior victory so far at 
Austin in round two. But now they were back to full 
fitness and this was a track where they both had 
strong records. Only 12 months previously these 
two old rivals, the best of enemies, had battled to 
the Brno finish line in an epic fight for victory that 
saw Lorenzo take the spoils by just 0.178 seconds. 
Their nearest challenger on that occasion was over 
twelve seconds back. Yet now, even in the space of 
a few weeks, the landscape of their profession had 
changed dramatically. 

A week later it was Marquez’s turn to ride hurt. 

A crash in morning warm-up at Silverstone had 
left him with a dislocated shoulder and a tantalis¬ 
ing head-to-head with Lorenzo that had looked 
so likely after they’d smashed the pole record no 
fewer than five times between them on Saturday 
seemed over before it had begun. For both Lor¬ 
enzo and Pedrosa this was their chance to reclaim 
lost points and haul themselves back into the 
championship while there was still time. 








from Pedrosa who pushed the grip offered by 
his Bridgestones to the max - Lorenzo grabbed 
the chequered by eight hundreds of a second 
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Yet Marquez was unremitting, clinging one- 
handed to the rear wheel of Lorenzo’s Yamaha 
as he tried to make his trademark early break 
and soaking up everything the reigning World 
Champion could throw at him over the next 20 
laps to escape. 

It was a display reminiscent of the Rumble in 
the Jungle boxing match in 1974 when Muham¬ 
mad AN famously took seven rounds of pun¬ 
ishment from George Foreman, whispering “Is 
that all you got, George?” before coming off the 
ropes to floor him in the eighth. 

On this occasion there was a late flurry from 
Marquez but no knockout blow. Yet this latest re¬ 
markable sporting comeback will have left Jorge 
in no doubt: this kid is ready to go the distance. 



Marquez claimed he felt no pain from the dislocated left 
shoulder after a pain-killing injection. The 20 year old did 
admit to tiring in the last phases of the race. His second 
place nevertheless gave him podium finishes in all three 
classes at Silverstone. Scott Redding (left) was the other 
big story in Northamptonshire. The Gresini Honda rider 
for 2014 was the first championship leader since Barry 
Sheene in 1977 to arrive at his home round. He now leads 
Moto2 by 38 points with just 150 left to win this season 
















PLAY 


A sizeable section of the crowd were probably hoping 
that Rossi’s fondness for Grand Prix nostalgia - that 
showed itself so effectively at Assen earlier in the 
summer - would appear at Silverstone. The Italian 
was a popular draw as ever and battled with Alvaro 
Bautista again but lamented his bike set-up over the 
bumps and through two or three sections. He was 
almost twelve seconds adrift of the podium places 
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Cal Crutchlow has made immense strides in his 
two and a half years in MotoGP but handling 
the pressure and scope of his home Grand Prix 
remains a question mark. The Yamaha rider hit 
the deck three times through the weekend and 
eroded his confidence and no doubt sections of 
his skin to count him out of any special result 
for Sunday. His third position in qualification 
was still the best by a Brit at their native event 
for 32 years and since Sh 
the 1 
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Bradley Smith counted the cost of a soft rear tyre 
choice that meant he had to wade into another 
battle with the Ducatis. The local (he comes from 
Oxford) finished ninth in what is still a quietly 
impressive rookie term for the Brit. The annual 
Riders for Health auction (left, various) saw the 
usual diverse turnout! Below, Luis Salom gets 
ready for his sixth Moto3 win of the year and 
improve on his 2012 runner-up slot at Silverstone 


















Stefan Bradl has made an important advance in 


his performance and results since the Brembo 



brake update but his improved speed into the 
corners carries consequences and the German 
is now trying to solve side grip issues. He was 
sixth in the UK, six seconds ahead of Crutchlow. 



Alex Rins (left) was one of four Spaniards in the 
top four at Silverstone. All on KTMs. His second 
place was his ninth podium of the season. 
Thomas Luthi (below) picked up his third trophy 
of 2013 and more importantly his second in a 
row to indicate he is coming into form 
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Redding’s second home GP victory was actually the first in the 
Moto2/250cc/interrmediate class ever on the British mainland 
by a homegrown rider. The last success had been posted by Tom 
Herron in 1976 on the Isle of Man. Silverstone was the site of the 
first British Grand Prix away from the fabled TT course. It hosted 
events from 1977 to 1986 before returning with MotoGP four 
years ago. Organisers claimed the 2013 edition brought record 
crowds from the second stint of their British GP tenure 


touch 








MotoGP SILVERSTONE 










CLASSIFICATION & 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

Yamaha 

2 

Marc Marquez, SPA 

Honda 

3 

Dani Pedrosa, SPA 

Honda 

4 

Valentino Rossi, ITA 

Yamaha 

5 

Alvaro Bautista, SPA 

Honda 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP 

(AFTER 12 OF 18 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Marc Marquez 

233 

2 

Dani Pedrosa 

203 

3 

Jorge Lorenzo 

194 

4 

Valentino Rossi 

156 

5 

Cal Crutchlow 

136 



Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Scott Redding, GBR 

Kalex 

2 

Takaai Nakagami, JPN 

Kalex 

3 

Thomas Luthi, SUI 

Suter 

4 

Esteve Rabat, SPA 

Kalex 

5 

Dominique Aegerter, SUI 

Suter 


Moto3 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Luis Salom, SPA 

KTM 

2 

Alex Rins, SPA 

KTM 

3 

Alex Marquez, SPA 

KTM 

4 

Maverick Vinales, SPA 

KTM 

5 

Miguel Oliveira, POR 

Mahindra 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP 

(AFTER 11 OF 17 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Scott Redding 

192 

2 

Pol Espargaro 

154 

3 

Esteve Rabat 

135 

4 

Mika Kallio 

125 

5 

Dominique Aegerter 

108 


Moto3 CHAMPIONSHIP 

(AFTER 11 OF 17 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Luis Salom 

233 

2 

Maverick Vinales 

207 

3 

Alex Rins 

200 

4 

Jonas Folger 

120 

5 

Alex Marquez 

117 


































































At 20 years and 196 days Marquez is the 
youngest rider to have totalled 50 podiums 
in Grand Prix racing; taking the record 
from his current team-mate by over a year 
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READY TO RACE 


UnfHlGETTAmiEr 
UntaUTCHjA PLE! 

Toni Cairoli’s fourth successive MX1 world championship title aboard the KTM 350 SX-F was another 
step for the Italian towards matching the remarkable 10 titles won by legend Stefan Everts. 

As team boss, Stefan also got to witness Jeffrey Herlings, with 14 GP wins in succession on the 
KTM 250 SX-F, pulverise another record of his. Just 18 years old, Jeffrey was simply untouchable 
in winning his second MX championship title. 

One team - two champions - 39 moto wins - 
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BRIT POWER 

By Matthew Roberts 


“On air in 5, 4, 3, 2,1...” 

As the seconds ticked away to the moment that 
the BBC’s coverage of Sunday’s British Grand 
Prix went live, my colleague Charlie Cox and 
I looked over our shoulders from our vantage 
point on the British Racing Drivers’ Club balco¬ 
ny to see the entire Woodcote grandstand rising 
to its feet, roaring on Scott Redding as he led 
the Moto2 field through Silverstone’s famous 
final corner for the penultimate time. 

The theme tune to our 2013 coverage burst 
into life through my headphones and by the 
time Redding came back into view, holding a 
one second advantage over his closest pursuer, 
the gentle voice of John Surtees had officially 
opened our programme with a heartfelt assess¬ 
ment of the state of British motorcycle racing. 

“When I started racing in the 1950s, British rid¬ 
ers dominated the World Championship senior 
classes,” reflected the only man ever to win 
both the Formula 1 and Motorcycle Grand Prix 
World Championships. “Since the 1970s we 
haven’t had a winner of the British Grand Prix.” 

After another bruising home race weekend for 
Cal Crutchlow the 73,000-strong crowd knew 
that the likelihood of the statistic changing that 
afternoon was slim; but as Redding dragged 
his Union flag liveried machine through Brook- 
lands, Luffield and Woodcote for one last time 
those famous old grandstands crackled with the 
electricity of youth and the hope of a red, white 
and blue future. 

Redding’s fourth triumph of the season in the 
intermediate class was not his first on home 
soil; he became the youngest Grand Prix winner 
in history back in 2008 with his maiden 125cc 
victory at Donington Park. With the long wait 


for premier-class success unlikely to end in the 
immediate future, barring a remarkable rever¬ 
sal of Ducati’s fortunes with Crutchlow in 2014, 
the gangly 20-year-old has certainly stated his 
case as our greatest long-term hope. 

It was also the perfect way to start a memora¬ 
ble afternoon of racing and after a brief chat 
with Charlie and a link into our pre-race inter¬ 
view with Cal, the pair of us headed happily 
downstairs to our next position and a reminder 
of Britain’s proud two-wheeled past. 

Behind us a stunning line-up of legendary 
motorcycles paid tribute to the iconic Barry 
Sheene, ten years on from his untimely pass¬ 
ing. On board were a group of riders inextrica¬ 
bly linked to the man himself; from his former 
team-mate and close friend Steve Parrish 
astride the 500cc Suzuki XR27 that Sheene so 
nearly rode to victory in the 1979 race at Sil- 
verstone to his son Freddie on the Suzuki XR14, 
the first bike that Barry won a 500cc GP on at 
Assen in 1975. 

The greatest tribute to our last World Cham¬ 
pion, though, came around an hour and a half 
later from Jorge Lorenzo and Marc Marquez, 
who produced a race for all ages that ended 
with a synchronised drift through Woodcote 
that was so reminiscent of that famous 1979 
battle between Sheene and Kenny Roberts. 

Redding paid his own special homage later 
that evening by tweeting a photograph of him¬ 
self with his trophy, sipping from the magnum 
of winner’s champagne. As the day’s tributes 
went, the only thing missing from Scott’s effort 
was having Miss World sat on his lap. 

Times, I guess, really are changing. Even so, 
you can be sure that Barry would approve. 











By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Clemens Bolz 

I n the same town that KTM churn out their 
sumptuous motorcycles Scott Sports are also 
fabricating their innovative motocross and ski 
eyewear. Unbelievably the small poblet of Mattig- 
hofen in Austria is the sole European production 
location for the U.S. giant’s goggle technology 
and OTOR was recently granted a privileged look 
behind closed doors. It is in the moderate GBM 
moulding facility that around 60 employees have 
the capacity to rack-up 700,000 goggles a year 
with the eventual output balanced around 70% in 
favour of the slopes and 30% for off-road tracks. 
Scott’s 2014 MX class leader - the Tyrant - fea¬ 
tures several new additions such as an adjustable 
air-vent and nose guard, cool block design and 
the race-developed Grid roll-off system. They 
also have the patented Fit mechanism that allows 
the best personal ‘grab’ of the face. In an effort 
to break down how all these aspects slot nicely 
over your eyes and inside the helmet here is the 
process from the beginning... 
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From drawing to prototype, approval, final design 
and then computer blueprint for production; 

GBM put Scott’s research in the USA and Europe 
into play and after three months from delivery 
of the 3D documents a digital file is turned into 
an indestructible steel mould for the goggle 
frame. This ‘outline’ that will contain melted 
liquid resin for the goggle is made from a 300kg 
lump of metal that is shaped and ground down 
to a 1000th of a millimetre. The final sculpture 
for mass production can withstand 400 bars 
of pressure and can cost up to 200,000 euros. 
Once the serial run has been made the mould 
is sealed and archived along with some 6000 
in a dedicated chamber: essentially a room that 
charts thirty years of Scott eyewear. The mould 
is the rock and base of the goggle and the first 
platform for the product. “The goggles we are 
making now would have been impossible five 
years ago because of the complexity and the 
combination of materials,” says Managing Direc¬ 
tor Georg Glechner. 
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ANATOMY OF A GOGOL 
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A GOGGLE 


Bins and boxes of resin - in many different 
colours - contain the pellets that are melted in 
temperatures of 220 degrees in five large in¬ 
jection machines and squirted into the moulds. 
A frame can be made every minute of an eight 
hour working shift. Once formed the machine 
reveals the warm frame that is then removed, 
cooled and shelved for the colouring proce¬ 
dure. The combination of resins and the colour 
compound is part of the balancing act. “We 
actually use different type of resin to make 
harder or stiffer goggles and we experiment 
with compounds,” continues Glechner. “Some¬ 
times for racing you might want a harder base. 
We know the resins well and what we need to 
make a product that flexes in one area of the 
frame and is very rigid in another - like the 
nose guard section on MX goggles.” 
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Feature 


The use of Water Transfer Decoration appears 
a slightly haphazard way of applying designs to 
a goggle frame. A batch of six is lowered into 
a tank with a film of the scheme placed on the 
top of the liquid and the ‘dipping’ action fas¬ 
tens the colours to the goggles. It is not exact 
though. “It means every Scott goggle is pretty 
much unique,” Glechner says. The frames are 
power-washed, left to dry and then varnished, 
and around 5-600 can be done in a day. 
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Foam and fabric for padding and ventilation 
is the next step for the frames. Scott are edgy 
about a small secret room in which two wom¬ 
en dip the 3 layer face foam into a solution and 
apply the material by hand via a special mount 
to the product. Along the work-stations around 
300 goggles per day receive their finishing 
touches, all done by hand as automation is 
simply not sufficiently ‘exact’ for the flexible 
skeleton of the eyewear. At the end of the fac¬ 
tory building huge sheets of lexan Perspex, 
coated on one side with an anti-fog solution 
and on the other with a scratch resistant treat¬ 
ment, are punched out and prepared. Around 
20,000 lenses per day can be cut, compared 
with the much lower quantity of 600 for Ski 
with the concave plastic requiring an auto¬ 
mated cutting line. Working through the pile 
are another two ladies that heat the frame and 
then snap a lens into place in less than ten 
seconds. 
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ANATOMY OF A GOGGLE 



The goggle can now slot into the helmet but 
would quickly pop out without a strap. In 
another area of GBM vast shelving house the 
myriad of colours and designs when it comes 
to the flexible stuff. The sealing steps for the 
straps is another of Scott’s secrets and is 
performed by two large, rapid and efficient 
machines carrying big drums (from suppliers 
in Austria and Italy) of the elastic that feed 
through into the clamping process that Scott 
say is much more tougher and reliable that 
normal stitching. The unique machinery for 
this stage of the goggle journey means that 
Mattighofen is the base for worldwide produc¬ 
tion, and boxes of straps are shipped to the 
USA regularly. Up to two million can be made 
depending on the season. 




















































Painted, strapped and prepped the Scott gog¬ 
gle is now ready for the box and the shop but 
GBM have two quality controls that ensure the 
important safety stamp or logging of documen¬ 
tation. The first is a bullet test of the resistance 
of the lens. It involves firing a 3mm steel ball 
from a Co2 laser-guided gun at 112 metres per 
second. “We fire at 112m but the norm is just 
60 for street visors and 40 for motocross so 
test is done at the double what is required,” 
says Glechner. The ball dents the lexan but 
doesn’t break it. The second uses an optimiser 
and placing the goggle in a box to measure 
distortion, disorientation, clarity, and UV of 
the lens. “We are always looking for a ‘Classl’ 
standard although the EU regulation is OK with 
Class2,” offers Glechner. “Classl means almost 
no disorientation; like a lens for normal glass¬ 
es and this is what we usually get.” 

Thousands of euros, hours, energy and invest¬ 
ment go into the brightly coloured item on 
your face with almost a two year window for 
production. Glechner: “Goggles today are more 
complicated but at the end of the day a much 
more advanced product.” 
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A FEW WORDS 

LUKAS LAEDRACH, PRODUCT MANAGER OPTICS, HAS BEEN WITH SCOTT FOR FIVE YEARS 
AND SHEDS SOME MORE LIGHT ON THE COMPANY’S WORK BEHIND THE SCENES... 


So, what’s your role and responsibility? 

Every year we come up with a new collection 
and some models need a brief update, whether 
it be colours or design. Some have reached the 
end of their lifetime and need to be replaced. A 
big part of my job is working out which gog¬ 
gles we need to continue and discontinue. In 
the beginning it was really challenging to es¬ 
sentially work with three collections. You have 
the models already in the stores, the line that 
you present to your sales guys that is currently 
in production and then you’re already working 
on next season’s line-up. We receive informa¬ 
tion all the time from different channels - such 
as the pro athletes using prototype materials 
or the sales reps - and it is important for us to 
get this feedback otherwise we just see sales 
figures and you’d have not any clue as to why 
a product is working well. Often the athletes 
have nice ideas - or rather they come to you 
with a problem - and part of the development 
is solving issues. 


It seems that Scott always has to have some¬ 
thing new on their goggles. Is this an impor¬ 
tant part of the philosophy of the company 
when it comes to optics? 

Our credo from the Scott Group is innovation 
technology design. For us it is very important 
to come up with innovative technologies. We 
are trying to work out how we can bring some¬ 
thing to the market that is beneficial for the 
rider as much the regular user as maybe a 
professional. Most consumers still go for the 
look, so they are prepared to buy lower quality 
for low cost and that is what we are compet¬ 
ing against on one side. This is why we want 
to focus on this approach of the technology 
because anybody can do different shades of 
blue and green. We always want to offer some¬ 
thing additional aside from having the basic 
lens, frame and strap and give the customer 
the feeling that he has the ability to control a 
lot of different features. On the Tyrant we have 
just developed a plug so the air intake can be 
effected and this came from rider’s feedback 
for a wish to be able to have some say on the 
extent of the ventilation. 

















ANATOMY OF A GOGGLE 



What about the testing process for proto¬ 
types? 

Testing depends on the conditions. For roll-off 
we know the best place is Europe. When we 
have a new concept then the bulk of the testing 
starts in the U.S. and riders follow a develop¬ 
ment train. For us the quality of the feedback 
is important. Sometimes the best riders are 
not the best testers and that is because they 
are busy. Some people will test and give their 
immediate comments and others will actually 
think about how the product will perform in a 
race setting. There is only so much you will get 
from practice because you won’t be roosted or 
following another rider that closely. An ama¬ 
teur rider at a good level can also be very use¬ 
ful because there can be too much risk to test 
during a Grand Prix. 

I imagine the winter market is a big area for 
Scott... 

We produce more winter goggles than we do 
for MX but this is also a question of market 
size and demand. Depending on the market 
you can have very big competitors but also lots 


of small ones. Now there are not many secrets 
to producing goggles but maybe it is still a bit 
secretive when it comes to making a super 
high quality one. 

You mentioned look and design. How much of 
a priority is that for the product? 

Image is very important. As I said you have a 
lot of small competitors that are all eating a 
piece of the cake. For 2014 we wanted to bring 
something fresh. We have a great heritage 
and were even among the very first to create 
a motorcycle goggle. Our designs are made in 
the U.S. - San Diego - and that’s a spiritual 
home for motocross over there. The layouts 
and colours need to work a little with our other 
gear but then also need to be attractive for the 
riders that don’t use other Scott apparel. There 
is always enough room in the schemes we pro¬ 
duce to have things like the Black and White 
goggles that always seem to be the biggest 
sellers and then limited edition or special runs 
for something a bit more exclusive. 
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BRITISH GRAND PRIX/MXGP FEST 

MATTERLEY BASIN ■ AUGUST 25th ■ Rnd 16 of 17 
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MXl winner: Clement Desa/ie, Suzuki 
MX2 winner: Glen Co/denhoff, KTM 
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The second MXGP Festival appeared to house a 
bigger crowd than the 2012 edition but there are 
rumours that the eleven-category spectacle will 
take place at another circuit in 2014. For Tony 
Cairoli the UK joined Holland, Brazil, Italy and 
Germany as scenes of MX1 title celebrations 




















MXGP GREAT BRITAIN 










With MX2 Champion Jeffrey Herlings all but done for 
the season with his broken shoulder Glen Coldenhoff 
(chasing Jordi Tixier here) became the second maiden 
Grand Prix winner this season. The MX2 chase could 
have seen any of three riders earning the overall top 
step in an exciting and confusing second moto in the UK 
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Three in a row for Desalle who is getting used to 
the post-race attention as Grand Prix winner. The 
Belgian still cannot explain this rich vein of form but 
he had little answer for Cairoli in the first moto to 
indicate that the 2013 story might not have changed 
that much...Arnaud Tonus (200) made a bold but 
ultimately disappointing return to GP for the first 
time in 2013. Shaun Simpson was again impressive 
in the MX1 top ten and fully vindicated his slot on 
Team GB for the Motocross of Nations. For the 
second Grand Prix in a row the podium trophy 
designs (bottom right) left a lot to be desired... 


PLAY 









A troublesome ankle and less than ideal starts 
banished Ken De Dycker from podium contention 
but the Belgian was still able to equal his best 
career championship finish by confirming third 
spot for 2013. Max Anstie and Monster Energy 
Yamaha representative Ash Kane (right) confirm 
the Brit’s fourth team in as many seasons. Will 
the 2014 YZ250F be the right horse for the 
talented but unpredictable youngster? 



Latvian Pauls Jonass puts the 125cc 
European Championship beyond doubt 
for the Wilvo Nestaan JM Racing team 
in another dominant display 
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Where’s the bike? Tim Gajser crashes at the 
foot of the uphill jquad and his KTM spirals 
towards the crowd in a frightening accident. 
The bike caused havoc but we didn’t hear 
reports of any significant injury...thankfully 
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Paulin still feels his way back into Grand Prix 
racing after his concussion in Germany the 
previous month. The Frenchman was a quiet 
sixth overall and remains under threat in the 
championship standings for fourth place. At 
one stage this season the Kawasaki star was 
beginning to cut into Cairoli’s points lead... 




MXGP GREAT BRITAIN 





Podium boys. Jose Butron (below) was close 
to his first Grand Prix victory in MX2 but his 
seventh podium of the year inched him closer 
to his goal of a final championship position 
of third place; the best rider outside of the 
factory KTMs. Kevin Strijbos (right) picked 
up his fourth gong of 2013 and third podium 
from the last five rounds. The second 1-2 for 
Suzuki this season was impressive stuff and 
the Belgian - at 28 - still has the speed 
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Dean Ferris rides the power of the Yamaha- 
Cosworth engine. His first moto win - his third 
on the trot - was arguably better than his 
previous two in Belgium. A broken fuel tank 
after a tumble in the second race meant a teeth- 
gnashing end to the weekend and slim hopes of 
a final top five slot in the MX2 championship. 
Full credit to team-mate Mel Pocock (119) for a 
personal best GP finish in 6th overall 
















CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

2 

Kevin Strijbos, BEL 

Suzuki 

3 

Evgeny Bobryshev, RUS 

Honda 

4 

Ken De Dycker, BEL 

KTM 

5 

Tommy Searle, GBR 

Kawasaki 


MXl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 16 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli (c) 

718 

2 

Clement Desalle (2nd) 

647 

3 

Ken De Dycker(3rd) 

573 

4 

Gautier Paulin 

513 

5 

Kevin Strijbos 

509 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Glen Coldenhoff, NED 

KTM 

2 

Jake Nicholls, GBR 

KTM 

3 

Jose Butron, SPA 

KTM 

4 

Romain Febvre, FRA 

KTM 

5 

Christophe Charlier, FRA 

Yamaha 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 16 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings (c) 

692 

2 

Jordi Tixier (2nd) 

569 

3 

Jose Butron 

506 

4 

Christophe Charlier 

467 

5 

Glen Coldenhoff 

450 








































Jake Nicholls gave the British crowd reason to cheer 
with his second podium of the year and of his career. 
The KTM rider was just one point from a fairytale 
victory in MX2 but didn’t seem to mind too much as 
he deservedly soaked up the adulation on Sunday 
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READY TO RACE 


UnfHlCETTA ME, 

unrauTCHjAM.Es 

Toni Cairoli’s fourth successive MX1 world championship title aboard the KTM 350 SX-F was another 
step for the Italian towards matching the remarkable 10 titles won by legend Stefan Everts. 

As team boss, Stefan also got to witness Jeffrey Herlings, with 14 GP wins in succession on the 
KTM 250 SX-F, pulverise another record of his. Just 18 years old, Jeffrey was simply untouchable 
in winning his second MX championship title. 

One team - two champions - 39 moto wins - 
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LATE PL 

By Adam Wheeler 


C oming into the last Grand Prix of the FIM 
Motocross World Championship this week¬ 
end there should be some final confirmation of 
rider changes for 2014. It is highly unusual that 
the line-ups of factory teams for next season 
have been left this late. KTM and Husqvarna are 
the only ones to have issued communications 
about their ’14 roster. It seems like the process 
of signing riders and making plans for following 
campaign are getting deeper and deeper into 
the current term each year; and this is with the 
‘season landscape’ of motocross moving around 
to involve longer schedules, earlier champion¬ 
ship starts and room for one-off events like the 
Monster Cup. 


Why is this situation occurring? 


It is partly to do with the upheaval in the sport 
that sees teams considering the different bound¬ 
aries of age, budget and exposure surrounding 
the MX2 and MXGP categories and where the 
burgeoning European Championship can also 
fit in. Motorsport is not getting any easier with 
regards to participation and the role of spon¬ 
sors for factory teams are now arguably more 
crucial than ever. They have to be appeased and 
retained but also the quest to find new partners 
is a difficult and time-consuming process that is 
becoming almost as important as the running of 
the operation itself. 

Many comments have been made on the rela¬ 
tively small size of the MX1 gate in 2013 and it is 
clear that compact to mid-level Grand Prix teams 
need some kind of support and assistance to be 
able to remain part of the paddock. It is a teams’ 
market for snapping up riding talent (the lack of 
saddles generally means prices are driven down 
and riders are the ones that suffer and have to 
look for their own backing) and this could en¬ 
courage previously modest squads to seek better 
and bigger investment for MXGP with a ‘named’ 
racer onboard. Much is made of the ‘service cost’ 
the teams have to pay to Youthstream and it 



seems against the ethos and principle of racing 
but compared to the fees teams have to pay for 
extras like passes in Supercross over a seventeen 
round campaign the 10,000 euro fee (including 
tickets and other items such as dedicated TV 
reports etc to assist marketing) doesn’t appear 
too much of a scandal. Like I said, it still isn’t 
easy to get out on the track, and the imminent 
merger of two prominent teams in the champion¬ 
ship means two less motorcycles already for the 
gate next year. 

What is the solution for more teams and pres¬ 
ence? There isn’t an easy fix. Youthstream know 
that travel indemnity is essential for overseas 
trips but this is still a small part of the calen¬ 
dar. The sport is in a transition phase. The next 
half a decade will be the litmus test to find out 
if more crews can form and exist in the present 
GP framework (with HD TV coverage starting to 
help), or the shape of the sport needs to be re¬ 
thought to prevent the highest level of MX wilting 
away. 

Back to the original point...there are particular 
circumstances in some cases for the 2014 de¬ 
lay. There is due to be a sponsor shake-up in 
the paddock and that is affecting the degree of 
strategy for two brands. Kawasaki, Yamaha and 
Suzuki have yet to publish 2014 details. Ka¬ 
wasaki and Yamaha should make their moves 
known this weekend in Holland while Suzuki are 
allegedly set but cannot speak until the official 
nod from Japan. Honda have publicly backed 
their riders under contract - Evgeny Bobryshev 
and Max Nagl - but there have been rumours in 
recent weeks of a structure shake-up, with Ja¬ 
pan taking a keener interest in the evolution and 
presentation of their prized CRF450R. Combined 
with some old-fashioned respect between some 
manufacturers so announcements for particular 
racers are made once the season is wrapped 
means Lierop and round seventeen is the week¬ 
end for news. 



By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer/JP Acevedo 
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PLAY 


titles in ten seasons is a rate of success 
that is unlikely to be matched any time soon in 
the FIM Motocross World Championship. If Tony 
Cairoli needed any further embellishment as 
one of the very best off-road motorcycle racers 
then it is hard to see how he could make it hap¬ 
pen. OTOR acquired some time with the Sicilian 
for our annual interview and to talk matters not 
only aboard the 350SX-F. 


Tony is never the easiest of interviewees. 

There is not much eye contact when he answers 
questions, which he normally tackles with very 
competent English and in a short, soundbite 
manner more suited for the TV camera than the 
discretionary presence of an MP3 recorder. Get 
him animated on a subject though and he is 
not afraid to express his opinions. We are also 
considering perhaps the most interviewed rider 
in the paddock who is well drilled in tackling 
sporting subjects and themes that surround 
him on a daily basis. Without further ado and 
over a cappuccino and a strange fruit juice... 




TONY CAIROLI 2013 


Every year I seem to write ‘Tony Cairoli can¬ 
not get much better’ and then you do. That’s a 
pretty demanding performance hike to pro¬ 
duce each season...to improve on what you 
are already achieving... 

For sure but I get more experience every year, 
and can correct some mistakes. Sometimes 
my speed is also better and I know there are 
some tracks where I still have to do some 
work. I feel that I can still improve and that is 
important because that is always my goal and I 
guess where the motivation comes from. 

You have made the podium fourteen times 
from sixteen and won nine Grands Prix. Any 
examples of how and where you can improve 
on that?! 

[Instantly] The Italian GP. I expected better and 
I expected to win. It is normally bad when you 
get beaten but that weekend Gautier [Paulin] 
was faster and stronger than me on that kind 
of track. OK, I made a mistake to injure my 
knee a little bit but I wasn’t as fast as I could 
be. I was not riding cleanly and the injury 
came because of that. I think that’s an exam¬ 
ple of an event or moment where I still can 
improve. I knew I wasn’t so quick on that type 
of track [hard-pack of hilly Maggiora] and I 
shouldn’t have taken the risk. 

Maggiora was arguably the best GP of the 
season for many. Maybe not for you then... 

For sure it was great, but to lose is never nice 
[laughs]. I knew I wouldn’t be very fast there. 
On a track where I can make some difference 
and work on closing a gap then that would be 
better. I knew I’d have to work a lot more to do 
that there. It was a good battle anyway. 

With a duff knee and third place you must 
have been pretty miserable Sunday night... 

Yes, but the worst thing was the injury because 
I didn’t really know what I had done to the 
knee. All I was thinking about was the stupid 
mistake and how one moment could lose a 
whole season. I was more pissed about that. 
The fact that I hadn’t won just made it worse! 
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TONY CAIROLI 2013 


You don’t make many mistakes but when you 
do it seems like you crash a couple of times in 
one moto... 

Well on that occasion I had twisted the knee 
and I was riding the bike but only thinking 
about my leg. The track was slippery and eve¬ 
rybody was going the same speed. I pushed 
but I wasn’t focussed and the mistakes came. 

A fifth championship in MX1 with almost a 
100% podium record: you would surely have 
taken that if offered in Qatar at the start of the 
year... 

I feel that the championship is very strong this 
year. The level is high and you cannot make 
mistakes. I have always been in the top three 
up until Loket so I think it is one of my best 
seasons, for sure. My speed, condition and 
experience are at a good point now. It is hard to 
know exactly where I have to get better for the 
coming years in terms of the overall package. It 
has been a very nice season and I have enjoyed 
it a lot. When life is like this then you can go on 
for as many years as you want. 

I’ve heard some factory team managers say “if 
you want the MX1 title then you buy Cairoli” 
so was it easy to agree to the new KTM con¬ 
tract until 2016 or were you tempted by some¬ 
thing new? 

Hmmm. No, I didn’t have to think much be¬ 
cause I like my team and the bike...this 350 
feels like it is ‘my bike’. I don’t see myself rid¬ 
ing anything else at the moment. If you want to 
win everything has to be in place and right now 
I feel really good with the set-up around me 
and with the relationship with KTM. My goal is 
to continue in this way and to keep on finding 
the fun. If I feel that I need something else then 
I will change. 


Are you a bit disappointed that Desalle and 
Paulin did not offer more of a challenge? 

I don’t really care actually but when you are 
fighting with them at some tracks you see that 
they have the speed to do it. Sometimes they 
get a bad start, sometimes they are fighting 
with me and can be even faster, sometimes 
they are not in the top five. It is difficult, and I 
know that always staying at the top and at that 
speed is very hard. It is strange. I often think 
‘they are fast, maybe we will have a big battle 
this year’ and then at the next race they are not 
there...you have to be more consistent. 

How did you assess Paulin after Maggiora? Did 
you honestly think he would be a threat or did 
you know that he couldn’t keep up that mo¬ 
mentum? 

For sure at that moment he was riding really 
well but I also knew that Ernee and Maggiora 
were similar types of track with the ground and 
the technical side. I knew we had other tracks 
coming up where you needed ‘different things’ 
and it was important for me to be up there eve¬ 
ry time. When the heavier tracks came around I 
would’ve had to assess it again but actually he 
couldn’t reproduce that form. He is more com¬ 
petitive on those tracks [Ernee and Maggiora] 
and the same for Desalle on a slightly different 
surface; I try to be with them at those places 
and then we’ll see what happens at the others! 

Did you smile a little bit when you saw the 
bar-banging video from Finland between De¬ 
salle and Searle? 

Ha! Yeah, for sure! I smiled a lot. This is what 
he [Desalle] does all the time. I don’t think that 
Tommy is such an angel but there he was right 
to feel angry because he had done everything 
cleanly and was faster than Desalle. Clement 
just likes to stop everybody when he sees that 
they are quicker than him. 











Any highlights this year yet? The sixtieth 
career win or perhaps the double in Sweden 
after the nightmare of the two DNFs in 2012? 

There is not one moment that really stands 
out because I have a good feeling about this 
season. I felt really strong from the first races. 
Normally I start the year a bit up-and-down 
but this time my level has been good from the 
beginning. For sure the sixtieth was a big thing, 
and so was the 58th because of that number 
and Marco Simoncelli. Brazil also...there were 
many good points. 

Ricky Carmichael recently said that the two 
‘Ryans’ in the AMA series were out front 
every week because they were working harder 
than the rest. Do you think that is the situa¬ 
tion with you? 

I don’t know. I think everybody is working hard. 
It [the difference] is just about technique and 
the way to save energy. Some people are smart 
and others focus too much on the training 
schedules so if something gets messed up they 
won’t do so well at the race. I had this attitude 
from when I was a kid that I will always think 
positive. I find it is a big help. 


Maybe people have the idea that you don’t 
work so hard what with trips away with 
friends, good times around the GPs, MotoGP 
visits...what is the truth? What kind of regime 
do you have? 

After Maggiora the truth is that I haven’t done 
so much. I could not cycle, could not run. I did 
some gym stuff, light weights, push-ups, some 
swimming but I couldn’t really follow a train¬ 
ing schedule. I like to run a lot and that is a 
big part of my programme. I got a bit scared of 
how my conditioning would be after Maggiora 
but I was surprised to find out how strong I 
was at the races. It is good to know for the fu¬ 
ture and is an example of how you can always 
learn about yourself. 

That means you can have a break then, and 
don’t need to be in the gym every day...? 

Since my knee has been better I have also 
been playing a lot of football. I think the extent 
of how you can mix fun and training can have a 
big effect. I can do training from a lot of differ¬ 
ent stuff. I can feel with my body when some¬ 
thing is working for me. I can do an activity for 
two hours and know it is not working whereas 
another thing might only take half an hour and 
I can feel the progress. 







Your views on the future of the sport and 
going to more modern tracks have met with 
mixed response... 

I don’t get money from Luongo [Giuseppe, 
Youthstream President] to state my opinions, 
not at all. I just believe that it is nice to have 
some tracks that are old-style and keep that 
historic feeling, like Monte Carlo for the FI, but 
then I think most of the circuits must have a 
structure and professional level of organisation 
that our sport needs now. I have a lot of offers 
from big sponsors to get involved in motocross 
but they need to see some kind of platform 
in the sport and potential, like tracks located 
close to cities and good hotels, airports and 
so on. Most of the places we go are pretty 
remote, but I think it is getting better. My goal 
is to bring more modern stuff to the sport. If 
you look at a circuit like Loket then I think we 
can only go to two or three places like that. If 
we talk about the fans, then in the ten years 
I’ve been doing GPs then I only see the same 
people coming to that place. It doesn’t feel like 
there are many new faces. At Maggiora I think 
we found a new fanbase and that is what I am 
trying to push. I want new fans coming to this 
sport. 


It is a shame for, say, the fifty year old who 
remembers a different era of motocross but 
there are also a lot of kids in the paddock and 
around the fences these days. If they have 
a good experience of coming to a GP, meet¬ 
ing you, getting in the paddock etc then they 
might be fans for a long time... 

Yeah, that’s what I like to do...l also think these 
things like the pitlanes and podium structure 
is an effort by Luongo to attract or offer the 
sponsors something more because, for exam¬ 
ple, they can see the start or the sport from up 
close. There are a lot of people who love the 
sport and don’t care about sitting with their 
feet in half a metre of mud but for the new 
people and the sponsors that want to come 
and who support the riders then the new struc¬ 
ture is one extra thing. Everything looks cool. 
Sponsors bring money and that only helps the 
sport because many riders now have to ride 
for free or young kids have to bring money to 
a team. This is not how it should work. You 
should be riding if you have the talent, not 
because you are paying to be there. We need 
the sponsors. 














On a personal level your mum passed away 
in 2011. How is your family dynamic now? 

Do you get back to your home in Patti, Sicily 
much anymore? 

Not really. My Mum was the one that brought 
us all together. She was the centre point of the 
family and now that she is not there anymore 
there is a little bit more distance. Before, I 
loved to go back to Sicily but I find the family 
- my Dad - and friends are actually coming to 
more and more races now. My sisters work a 
lot and it can be a long journey from Sicily to 
follow the Grands Prix, so they only visit a cou¬ 
ple. I am not in Sicily much these days. I am 
building a house close to Rome and it takes 
a lot of work. If I get any free time I go there 
to sort things out. I’d say I go to Sicily two or 
three times a year to see everybody and hang 
out. 

Do you think about your Mum much? I mean, 
all those people coming to see and cheer you 
at Maggiora it must make you think about how 
proud she would have been... 

Yeah, for sure. My Mum gave me confidence, 
and was the one that always pushed me to 
do what was possible, not to go way over the 
limit and to get too down when things don’t go 
well. She was always there and motivating me, 
especially at the beginning of my career when 
I had to move from Sicily to the north of Italy 
as a fifteen year old. I was living there on fifty 
euros a month... 

Just bread and pasta then... 

Yeah! It was not easy to live on that and it 
is better I don’t say who paid me! My family 
didn’t have any money but when they had a 
bit saved then they helped me. I stayed there 
to work and train and it wasn’t too difficult 
but Mum was the one saying ‘you have to stay 


there and go for it, in Sicily there is nothing for 
your career’. I remained there for me...but also 
for her. I like to think now - somehow - I am 
giving something back to her of what she gave 
me. 

You mentioned the house. Jill [Cox, girlfriend 
of six years] showed some pics and it looks 
incredible, on the coastline there. Is it nearly 
finished? 

The house itself is finished but we are doing 
the outside and the landscaping and that takes 
a lot. This winter, or just after the Motocross of 
Nations, I will be there trying to get it all done. 

Was it a bit of a dream? Being able to plan a 
pool, BBQ, stuff like a shower with a mosaic 
222 on the wall? 

Yeah, for me it was a dream for sure but we 
are not in America where you can do that stuff 
quite cheaply. In Italy it is crazy how expensive 
it can be. It took a while for me to get it all go¬ 
ing but it looks so nice. We have just brought 
another piece of land close to the house so 
maybe I can make a motocross track there. It 
is almost eight hectares, so it is pretty big! 

And you are close to the beach, which is im¬ 
portant for you... 

Right near the beach and also not so far from 
one of the most beautiful and important cities 
in the world. I’m loving it. 

So you have property in Sicily, near Rome and 
also Belgium. You are building quite a little 
empire or portfolio now... 

Yes, in Sicily I have a big house but also some 
buildings that I am trying to rent but it is very 
difficult with the economy right now. When you 
have a lot of stuff like this it is nice but also 
brings a lot of responsibility. We will see. 
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Have you done well out of your deals? Could 
you stop racing tomorrow and not have to 
worry? 

It is possible, but you have to do something 
with your life. You cannot live doing nothing 
forever. Life is expensive in Italy, so I will need 
to continue doing something and I’m not the 
type of person who will just stop with no plan. 
In the winter I cannot stay away from the bike 
for more than a week; maybe one and a half 
tops! We are supposed to rest but I have to do 
some enduro or something at least. 

Have you thought about the next step? About 
life after racing? 

Not really, I want to ride for another ten years, 
that’s my goal. 

Ten years?! 

Yeah, that’s what I want! I really do not feel like 
I have already done ten years in GPs. I don’t 
even remember five years ago. This is good in 
a way because it means I have a lot of motiva¬ 
tion to keep being here. 


What about life with Jill? Plans for wedding, 
babies? 

No, not yet and she isn’t pushing either. I still 
have this long plan for riding and racing and it 
is difficult to travel with kids and a family. She 
likes to be at the races also and with children 
it would be hard. The timing is not right yet. 

What is the next big move for you in life and 
the career? 

For me the next big project is the marketing 
and promotion of my new brand Neox. I want 
to see how it goes. It looks nice to have your 
own brand. I have ‘222’ that is working well in 
terms of merchandising and we are starting to 
do some casualwear, nothing linked with moto- 
cross. With the Neox goggles I have put in a lot 
of effort to make them better and we are still 
working. I want to launch them at the EICMA 
show in Milan. To manage the brand and to get 
other riders involved will be very interesting. 




In the hotly contested AMA Supercross Championship, Ryan Dungey and his KTM < 
what can be achieved with willpower and the right material. The accumulated racii 
into the factory bike is found in the genes of every KTM 450 SX-F. The state-of-th€ 
engine delivers explosive power - the robust, lightweight chassis and top quality s 
ensure perfect handling in every situation. Your complete package for victory. 
The new KTM 450 SX-F - as hot as Supercross! 
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450 SX-F showed 
ig expertise packed 
‘-art, compact 450 cc 
suspension from WP 
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AND THE STATUE GOES TO... 


By Steve Matthes 

T he fat lady has sung over here in America. 

What started out in Anaheim, California in 
January has ended about 40 miles away in Lake 
Elsinore, California. In between were 27 races, 
three trips back and forth across the country rac¬ 
ing supercross and motocross and all with only 
five weeks off. 

Also, hooray for Ryan Villopoto, Ken Roczen, Wil 
Hahn and Eli Tomac for being the champions that 
they are and bringing home the trophies, the cash 
and the chicks that come with it. So with the con¬ 
clusion of the racing year and with the knowledge 
I gained from attending 28 out of the 29 races 
(throw in attendance at one Canadian national as 
well) I thought I’d talk about some highs and lows 
of the season. 

Best SX Race: I think this one is a tie between 
Anaheim 1 (I know right? The best race all year 
was the very first one) and Minneapolis. At A1 we 
were expecting a Villopoto, Ryan Dungey, James 
Stewart and Chad Reed showdown but what we 
got was Davi Millsaps and Trey Canard shadowing 
each other for twenty laps. It was very unexpected 
and Millsaps passing Canard back with just over 
a lap remaining to take the win was, simply put, 
pretty awesome. It signalled that all of our pre¬ 
dictions were about to be blown out of the water. 
Minneapolis was great because it was a man-vs- 
man battle between Dungey and Villopoto. And 
the stage was Dungey’s hometown at the Hubert 
H Humphrey Dome. The place was going insane, 
you could hardly hear yourself think as Dungey 
caught Villopoto in the main event, made the 
pass and took off with the win. It was a special 
race, no doubt about it. 

Worst SX Race: There were more than a few 
yawners where Villopoto grabbed the lead and 
took off for an easy win. Even watching the 250SX 
class was sometimes a little tedious with there 
being clear divisions between the top two guys 
and everyone else. 


Best MX Race: Not to bag on RV too much here 
but he sometimes made the racing pretty bor¬ 
ing. So with that in mind I’ll go with Millville. Very 
unseasonable low temperatures must have made 
everyone else pretty frisky because there was nut¬ 
tiness in the 450MX class. Villopoto crashed on 
lap one of the first moto and the crash affected 
him all day. Somehow, unbelievably he went 6-4. 
The first moto was a terrific duel between Stew¬ 
art, Canard and Justin Barcia and in the second 
moto it was Stewart and Canard going at it for 
second behind Dungey. The guys were all over 
each other and it was a great day. The 250s was 
defined by Kenny Roczen going down hard and 
DNF-ing the first moto that opened the door for 
Tomac to walk to the title. Simply put, Millville 
was awesome because Ryan Villopoto was bad. 

Worst MX Race: I’d say this last weekend’s race 
at Lake Elsinore took the crown here. It was very 
hot, the track was hard to see, both titles were 
wrapped up and everybody just wanted to close 
a long season. Villopoto took off with both moto 
wins, Dungey went 2-2 and not even Josh Grant 
leading the first moto could help it out. In the 
250s it was a runaway in the first and second 
motos and Tomac just sort of rode around to go 
2-2. Yeah, yeah I know Blake Baggett was docked 
one spot for jumping while a rider was down 
but technically it was still a 2-2 for Tomac. Lake 
Elsinore was the race where no one really cared 
who did what. 

Best Rider: Ryan Villopoto. Duh. My second best 
guy would be Eli Tomac because of his great 
rides in the outdoors. Yeah, he lost the SX title 
to Roczen but I still felt that he threw that series 
away himself with his crash in Oakland and I’m 
not sure Roczen was the better rider- but he was 
more consistent. But in the end, winning 18 races 
out of 29 this year (and two titles) in the premier 
class gets you the nod in this prestigious column. 


I 


“Worst” Rider: Of course this is a subjective 
“award” and - of course - Chad Reed isn't the 
worst rider around but he gets this distinction 
because of his sub-par performances all year. 
Battling physical problems, a bike he didn’t like 
and who-knows-what else, Reed rode around in 
2013 like he had a flat tyre. At every single race. 

I think that his lack of off-season work caught up 
to him and he could just never get it going. Reed 
didn't race the last national, returned his Hondas 
and is working on a new manufacturer for 2014. I 
think he knows that this is it, he’s a fiercely proud 
guy and he’s not going out in 2014 with the same 
results. He’ll be better next year. Then again, it 
couldn’t get much worse than it was in 2013. 


individual and a good racer but not someone that 
you build a program around. Meanwhile the old 
Suzuki support team, Rockstar Racing, is still on 
Suzuki’s but not getting any help. All they’re do¬ 
ing is winning races with Davi Millsaps, Jason An¬ 
derson and Blake Wharton but Suzuki can't/won't 
help them. And did we mention there is NO 250 
team at all supported by Suzuki? And so for 2014 
the Rockstar guys are headed over to KTM while 
the yellow guys continue to hope Stewart stays 
healthy and finds his old magic, Tickle somehow 
gains two seconds a lap and Josh Hill’s foot still 
isn’t jacked up. I understand times are tight for 
Suzuki but they're not helping themselves with 
some of their plays. 



Best Comeback Team: The Yamaha guys haven’t 
done much for a long time and the jury is still out 
on the JGR team and whether they can get the 
very best riders for the backwards-motor YZ450F 
but in the 250MX class they finally have some 
light at the end of the tunnel. As usual a team is 
only as good as the riders they hire and despite 
some baffling moves over the years, Star Yamaha 
seems to have finally done it right. Cooper Webb 
and Jeremy Martin are terrific prospects and 
showed great speed this year. Next term they'll 
have an all-new bike that looks to be much bet¬ 
ter. Now the trick is for Yamaha to hold onto them 
when the GEICO and Pro Circuit guys come call¬ 
ing. 

The ‘What Are They Thinking?’ Award: Goes to 
Suzuki for continuing to mystify many in the pits 
with some of their decisions. A lot of what they’re 
forced to do is because of budget but some of 
the decisions have been weird. The RM-Z 250 
and 450 are great bikes, no doubt about it but 
they basically lost Rockstar Energy Drink and 
Makita as sponsors and didn’t replace them with 
anything. That factory team moves to Yoshimura 
control but there's no money to hire anyone but 
James Stewart (Stevie Wonder could have told 
them that it would be better to have another guy 
to keep a Suzuki on the track). 

Then Suzuki decides to support the RCH crew 
with a factory bike but after striking out on rider 
after rider, they sign Broc Tickle who's a fine 


Worst Season for a Champion: Pro Circuit’s Blake 
Baggett entire 2013 campaign went up in smoke 
about five seconds after the gate dropped at 
Anaheim 1. One of the contenders in supercross 
and a favourite to repeat in 250MX, all hopes 
came crashing down when a flipping bike hit his 
wrist in the first turn of the first main event of 
the year. That was it, Baggett’s arm was broken 
and into surgery he went to try and get better for 
the motocross season. And it didn’t work. Blake 
struggled through the outdoors (I suppose a lot of 
riders would love to struggle to the tune of po- 
diums and one win but it’s relative) and he pro¬ 
vided no real challenge to either Tomac or Roc- 
zen. Many after-race meetings with Mitch Payton 
didn’t seem to work either and now Baggett’s 
going in for a second surgery on the wrist to try 
and figure it out. Blake’s hoping to hit reset on his 
career next year. 

Thanks for the Memories Award: John Dowd 
finally called it a career this year at the age of 47. 
The Junkyard Dog has certainly had a great haul 
with two factory rides, national wins and even 
a 125 SX title! Dowd hasn’t raced full-time for a 
number of years but he would come out for every 
Southwick and last summer raced a whole bunch 
of nationals. The man is determined, fast and a 
great guy off the track. I saw him straight up beat 
Ricky Carmichael at Southwick and I had goose- 
bumps as the fans cheered him on. What a career 
and what a guy. Thanks John. 
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WING MAN 

Slightly weird choice for a product highlight 
but we bumped into this fresh new item at the 
British Grand Prix recently and for residents in 
the UK then the huge Tesco supermarket chain 
has been stocking Wingman. 


Basically there is a tough masculine angle to 
this shower, shampoo and shave concoction 
of thick moisturising gel. They have Jetfuel, 
Charge and Boom varieties with the first one 
actually boasting a hint of aviation gas. The 
website is pretty cool and introduces you to 
the WAP (Wingman Academy Project) that 
embraces community shares for Surf, Snow, 
Wake, Drift, Skate and MX. As the blurb states: 
“We designed the product with boarders, surf¬ 
ers, riders, musicians and general game chang¬ 
ers in mind...but really it is for individuals that 
just want life to be more exciting.” 


Importantly the product looks good, smells 
kinda cool and is something a little different. 
Click on the boxes for the website and here if 
you want to buy: www.tesco.com/groceries/ 
Product/Details/?id=278373086 




SHOWER SHAMPOO SHAVE 

JET WASH 

MULTI-GEl 

JETFUEL 

250ml e B.M.oi 
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BARBOUR 


With the International Six Days Enduro coming 
close on the schedule we thought it was timely to 
show a few more objects from the smart and none- 
too-specialised Steve McQueen collection from 
premium brand Barbour. The essence of the line 
- at least with certain items like the t-shirts and 
jackets - is focussed around the actor’s part in the 
1964 competition for Team USA is what is still the 
FIM oldest motorcycle event. 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
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lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
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